Ascitic fluid cytology in a case of metastatic malignant mixed mesodermal tumor of the ovary.
The cytologic features of the abdominal fluid from a patient with a malignant mixed mesodermal tumor (MMMT) of the ovary are presented. Both malignant epithelial and stromal elements were cytologically appreciated and confirmed by histologic examination. Other ovarian neoplasms that can present with malignant sarcomatous elements or mixed epithelial and sarcomatous elements are discussed; this case documents the importance of recognizing these features when staging patients with unusual ovarian neoplasms. To our knowledge, this is the first complete report of the ascitic fluid cytology of an MMMT of either ovarian or uterine origin.